[bookmark: _GoBack]Ashley Mercer is a doctoral student at the University of Calgary whose work focuses on the risk communication of solar radiation management technologies.  She is pursuing a mental models assessment to examine how hazard information is processed and understood between experts, environmental scientist, business people and NGOs.  Her work is designed to highlight areas of misconception and misinformation.  Her other interests include the influence of information framing on risk-related decision processes and epistemological differences between engineering and science.  She is currently working on a international study in Canada, USA and UK, assessing public understanding and opinions of geoengineering, specifically solar radiation management. Her past training includes a Bachelor of Arts and Science (Hons.), McMaster University and a Masters in Public Administration in Environmental Science and Policy, Columbia University.   She has spent significant time in the Canadian Arctic, working as a regulator of scientific research in the Northwest Territories.  Here she is leading a policy drafting group charged with creating institutional research policies which adhere to the Canadian Funding Agencies’ institutional requirements for ethical research.
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